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The Administration of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) will recommend that
the OHA Board of Trustees (BOT) take a position of COMMENT on this measure.

OHA appreciates the intent of this resolution, which seeks to protect Native
Hawaiians’ cultural intellectual property, traditional cultural expressions, and genetic
resources. This subject is of great concern to many beneficiaries of OHA.

Native Hawaiians continue to experience harms to their ‘ike kupuna (ancestral
knowledge, practices, and traditions) as a result of the existing western legal system that
does not protect Native Hawaiians’ cultural intellectual property, traditional cultural
expressions, and genetic resources. The idea to develop a sui generis (one-of-a-kind) legal
system to protect the cultural interests of indigenous peoples stems from the difficulty of
relying on existing Western laws for that protection. Developing a sui generis system
would be complex and intellectually challenging. Accordingly, OHA appreciates the
legislature’s exploration of ideas to address this complicated issue.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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